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My brief history of experience with volunteerism in the United States has had a
large impact on my life. In the following letter, I will outline these experiences and
provide the information | have to Shibuya Kyoiku Gakuen and Mr. Tamura. Hopefully,
the students will read this letter and understand what importance being a volunteer is.

As a high school senior, | was a teaching assistant with younger students. These
students were enrolled in a learning skills class. One of the primary objectives of this
course was to allow students to be involved in the community in a structured, cooperative
manner. The students went to a home for the elderly and spent time with the residents.
Talking, eating lunch, and playing cards was how the high schools students volunteered
with these elderly folks. This was a positive and appreciated relationship between the
students and older citizens alike.

The second experience | would like to share took place immediately before 1

entered college. | was new in the community and decided that volunteering would be a
good way to acclimate myself to the new surroundings. So without hesitation 1 contacted
the local library, community center, and transportation department. At the library, 1 spent
many hours shelving and repairing books, helping disabled people and children who used

the library facilities, and book organization. At the community center, 1 helped other
volunteers cook and serve lunchtime meals to older citizens and homeless people and 1

did minor repair type duties such as painting and cabinetry. Finally, with the
transportation department, | picked up litter along side the local roads and highways.
While this sounds difficult and tiresome, | felt proud that 1 could Iend a hand to help keep
my new community clean.

The last, and certainly the most rewarding experience | have had with

volunteerism happened when | was attending graduate school in Arizona. On campus,

there was an agency that coordinated and organized volunteer help for the region.

Various programs were involved: including Kindergarten, nursing home, homebound

elderly, and fundraising. Many hours were spent assisting at nursing homes helping with
patients, in schools mentoring children, and going on picnics and other functions in order



to give older citizens a chance to understand the younger generation. In the kindergarten
program, my role was simple yet profound. | was seen as a role model for children.

These youngsters and | quickly formed a bond and over the course of a few weeks 1 could
visibly notice changes in them. The youth didn"t see me as an authority figure, (which
they often rebel against) but as someone they could emulate. So displaying respect,
kindness, and maturity had a humbling influence on them.

I didn"t consider this time as work, rather an opportunity to give back to the

community in which so much has been given to me. The people with whom I

volunteered were the most gracious and unselfish | have ever known. In fact, | often felt
as though they were giving me something.

In closing, | feel that volunteerism is a chance for people old and young alike to

join together and support their community through service and good will. The
opportunities to serve are endless. This is in large part why I have chosen the noble path
of teaching. Helping others has an immense an everlasting impact that influences and
guides.
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